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community, shall ensure that all students receive an exemplary education by 
well-trained, committed staff, in a safe and orderly environment.   
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Dear Oak Tree Families, 
 
As the holiday season quickly approaches and we scurry to buy gifts for friends and family, it is 
often difficult to make time to remember others who may be less fortunate.  Once again this 
year Oak Tree School decided to give back in some very special ways.  Our Annual 
Thanksgiving Food Drive brought in hundreds of canned and boxed food items that were 
distributed to local Oak Tree families in need.  During December we will also conduct our 
Annual Holiday Gift Drive.  Gifts will be donated and delivered to local Monroe families, as well 
as children in nearby shelters.  Our Annual fundraiser for Leukemia and Lymphoma generated 
our highest donation ever…over $13,000.  So as you can see, we have been very busy at Oak 
Tree School thinking of others and showing compassion for those less fortunate.  Our staff and 
students are committed to demonstrating respect, kindness, and generosity. 
 
Many thanks to all of you who visited us during American Education Week.  Our goal is to have 
each of our students learn the foundations of the different subject areas and transition toward 
meaningful applications.  STEM projects in third grade resulted in a beautiful display of 
Thanksgiving Day Parade balloons.  Kindergarten students created vests to wear at their 
Thanksgiving Day Feast.  And don’t forget all of the innovative creations to keep our turkeys 
safe!  On December 17th the children will participate in Mix It Up Lunch Day where they will 
interact with their peers and discover all the things we have in common.   
 
On behalf of the Oak Tree staff, I want to wish you a joyous holiday season and a happy and 
healthy New Year! 
 
Kindest regards, 

 

Patty Dinsmore 
 
Patricia J. Dinsmore 

    
 
patricia.dinsmore@monroe.k12.nj.us 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:patricia.dinsmore@monroe.k12.nj.us


A WORD FROM MRS. AMENDOLA….. 

As the weather turns colder and we spend more time inside, it is a wonderful opportunity to 
spend some time reading, sharing books and spending quality time together.  Below are books 
and web resources for you to explore during this quality time together. This month we will focus 
our character education instruction on the value of compassion. You can support our lessons 
at home by discussing the character values with your children, modeling the values, and reading 
books with your child.  
 
December’s character value is compassion. Below are some books that you can read with 

your child, which have themes related to the character trait:  
 

 Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae  

 Sam and the Lucky Money by Karen Chinn  

 Speak up, Tommy! By Jaqueline Dembar Greene  

 One Smile by Cindy McKinley  

 Rules by Cynthia Lord  

 
Web Resources  
There are so many wonderful educational websites and applications for mobile devices 
available for you to download and use. You may have some favorites that your children love to 
use, or maybe you are stuck with where to start. Each month I will list some websites and 
applications that we either use here at Oak Tree or are resources for use at home. Below are 
this month’s resources:  
 
Language Arts  

Storyline Online  

http://www.storylineonline.net  
-In collaboration with the Screen Actors Guild (SAG) Foundation, this website has 
streaming video programs of children’s favorite books read aloud by famous actors and 
actresses. You get to see all of the pictures, just as if you were listening to a live read 
aloud. This is a great way to expose children to quality read alouds at home.  

 
Build a Word Express – For mobile devices  

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id445774924?mt=8  
- Students can use premade spelling and phonics lists to increase their skills. There is a 
positive reinforcement available (balloon pop) to students to keep them motivated to 
explore the app.  

 
Mathematics  

Motion Math: Hungry Fish – For mobile devices  

https://motionmathgames.com/motion-math-hungry-fish/  
-Students can practice their mental addition and subtraction skills using this app. 
Students will work through single and double digits as well as negative numbers. 
 
My Math Flash Cards App (+, -, /, x) – For iPhone or iPad 

http://www.mymathcards.com/  
-Students can use this app to master their basic math facts (subtraction, addition, 
multiplication, and division). Students can select the digit that they need to improve upon 
or randomly improve his/her skills.  

http://www.storylineonline.net/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id445774924?mt=8
https://motionmathgames.com/motion-math-hungry-fish/
http://www.mymathcards.com/


General  
Scholastic Family Playground  

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/play/games/  
-Scholastic features learning games for kids.  
 
Weather Wiz Kids  

https://www.weatherwizkids.com/ 
-Weather Wiz Kids is a website designed by a meteorologist for children to allow them to 
explore and learn more about weather.  Experiments, weather details and information on 
natural disasters are just some of the things you will find on this website. 
  

Many of our teachers have wonderful web resources posted on their class webpages as well. 
Be sure to check out the webpage of your child’s teacher! 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR VISITORS TO OAK TREE SCHOOL 

Our school district requires all visitors to identify themselves and state the purpose of their visit 
upon entering our buildings. Visitors are required to sign in at the office and wear their visitor’s 
badge in a prominent place on their person. Our staff has been instructed to question anyone 
who is not wearing a badge.  Anyone wishing to sign out a child during school hours must be 
authorized to do so and must properly identify themselves with a picture ID, such as a driver’s 
license. 
 
MORNING DROPOFF 
Please note that Oak Tree students cannot be dropped off before 8:55 am each morning.  
Staff is unavailable prior to that time to monitor the students in the foyer.  Our school day begins 
at 8:55 am.  We have many parents dropping off their children and then driving away.  This is 
very unsafe.  If your child arrives at school after 9:00 am then an adult must walk the child into 
the office and sign them in for the day.   
 
REPORT CARDS 

Parents will have on-line access to report cards on December 18. 
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER 

With winter approaching, the weather is quickly changing.  Whenever possible, students will be 
going outside for recess.  Please make sure your child is dressed appropriately for this activity, 
as the temperatures drop.  Please be sure all jackets and outside apparel are marked clearly 
with their name.  Thank you for your cooperation! 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR SCHOOL NURSE, MRS. MC NUTT 
 

Thank you to Ms. Synarski, Ms. Guerrera, and the Oak Tree Student Council for 

all of their hard work with the Thanksgiving Food Drive.  Thanks to their efforts 

and the generosity of the Oak Tree Community, many families were able to enjoy 

a bountiful Thanksgiving meal. 

As we approach the winter cold and flu season, here are a few tips to help keep 

your family Healthy: 

-Vaccination is recommended for everyone 6 months of age and older. 

-Care givers of children with health conditions and of children younger than 6 months should be 

vaccinated. 

-People with influenza may be able to infect others by shedding the virus from 1 day prior to 

getting sick until 5 to 7 days after, especially if they still have symptoms. 

-Keep your child home when they are sick.  Children should be fever free for 24 hours without 

Tylenol or Motrin before returning to school. Fever is defined as 100F or higher. 

-Cover coughs and sneezes and throw tissues away after use. 

-Regular hand washing. 

-Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth to reduce the spread of germs. 

-If someone in the household is ill, try to keep them in a separate room if possible. 

-If your child is ill, be sure to encourage fluids, encourage plenty of rest and contact your doctor. 

Proper Rest for School Aged Children 

In addition to a healthy diet and exercise, adequate sleep is vital for children’s health. Many 

children today do not receive adequate sleep and come to school very tired. It is very difficult for 

children who are tired to function well during the course of the school day.  It is important to 

maintain a routine sleep schedule to ensure proper sleep for preschool and school aged 

children.  Some things to consider are: 

 Set a consistent bedtime every night with a routine in place (warm drink, bath, book) and 

stick to this routine as much as possible 

 Dark, quiet room or small night light 

 No televisions or electronics in the bedroom 

 Children sleep in their own beds 

 Avoid caffeinated drinks in the evening 

 Children aged 3 to 5 years require 11-13 hours of sleep per night 

 Children aged 6 to 13 years require 9-11 hours of sleep per night 

 Source, National Sleep Foundation 



 
STUDENTS BEING PICKED UP AT THE END OF THE DAY 

It is school policy that parents who need to pick their children up before dismissal send a note to 
the teacher stating who will pick the child up and at what time. Sometimes unforeseen 
circumstances arise during the course of the day, requiring an early pick up of a student. When 
this happens, please be sure you contact the office to share any pertinent information. Do not 
send this information through Genesis or an email to the teacher.   Also parents should try not to 
come into the office at the end of the school day to pick up their child at the same time as 
students are being dismissed to board buses. As you can imagine, this type of situation, when a 
child is already on the bus, is less than ideal and can be very stressful for him/her. When an 
emergency develops and you are planning to pick up your child at the end of day, please help 
us by insuring pick up no later than 3:14 PM, at least 10 minutes before students begin boarding 
buses (3:24 PM). Thanks for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
10 & 11 PTA Holiday Shop 
11  Trimester 1 Ends 
16  Falcon Leadership Recognition Ceremony 
18  Parent Access to Report Cards 
20  4 Hour Session 
23  Winter Break Begins 
 
 
RIDE WITH CHARACTER 

 
Congratulations to Bus 48 for being awarded November’s Bus 
of the Month as part of our positive behavior bus incentive 
program, which ties directly to our Rising Stars program.  Each 
Oak Tree student received a certificate of recognition and two 
star tickets.  The bus is also being recognized with a special 

bulletin board.   We are so proud of them!!! 
 
 
 

 
 
FALCON LEADERSHIP AWARD WINNERS 
 
K Sophia Ali 
1 Ayaan Shah 
2 Austin Bacchus 
3 Bilva Bhatt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS  
 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 

Students and staff participated in a Thanksgiving Food Drive during the month of 

November.  All food was donated to Monroe families in need, as well as the Monroe 

Township Food Bank. Each grade level was responsible for collecting a certain type 

of food.  Students from all grade levels (and also the staff) did a GOOD job bringing 

in canned GOODs!  A special thank you goes out to our third grade Student Council 

representatives for creating beautiful posters for our food drive that were displayed 

around the school.  In addition, they gave up their time to go into homeroom classes 

to remind students to bring in food.  Way to go! 

Holiday Gift Drive 

Oak Tree Student Council is sponsoring a holiday gift drive during the earlier part of 

December.  Students and staff are encouraged to bring in new, unwrapped gifts 

for families and children in need.  Gifts will be collected, wrapped and delivered 

to local families in Monroe Township, as well as a shelter for needy 

children.  The gift drive is a great way to spread holiday joy and help others who 

are less fortunate during the holiday season.  Thank you very much for your 

support and generosity!    

 

 
 

 

 

 



COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

Our value of the month for December is “Compassion”.  We 

define compassion as “showing others that we care about 

them and doing things to help others feel happy”.  We have 

many opportunities to practice this value here in 

school.  We tell students that it is most often the “little 

things” that we can do to show others that we care.  Using 

our manners, giving compliments, noticing when others 

need help, saying cheerful things, etc. all go a long way to 

make someone’s day.  During our guidance lessons this 

month, we will be reinforcing this value of compassion and 

emphasizing that when we help others, we are actually 

helping ourselves as well.  Please be on the lookout for the 

guidance lesson parent memo sheets after your child has 

received their classroom guidance lesson (also available on 

the Guidance website).  Students will also begin to be able 

to send each other “Compassion Cards” through our 

mailbox system to show each other how we care.  Our students continue to work together to 

earn star tickets for practicing all of their pro-social behaviors, and we will be thrilled to reward 

them with another “celebration day” when we achieve our next goal.  Have a happy and healthy 

December, everyone!  

MEDIA NEWS 

Happy December! We are rolling and busy here reading, coding, building etc. at the Oak Tree 

Library!  Please remember that students’ library books are due on their library day. If a student 

forgets his library book, he/she may not check out another one until book is returned.  Students 

have done a great job with returning their books so far!  

Thank you to those who read during our Epic! website reading challenge. So far this year during 

library students have been introduced online to Epic and Reading Eggs. In December we will 

explore the academic website Education City! Keep an eye out for an information letter about 

Education City to use at home. Third grade students are coming (RSVP only) to an Hour of 

Code Night in the library in December.  

 

 Best wishes for a happy holiday season and a wonderful new 

year! 

 

 

 



NO GLASS CONTAINERS 

Just a reminder to not send any type of glass containers with your child to school for snack or 

lunch.  It is extremely dangerous if an item were to shatter and/or break.  Thank you. 

HOMEWORK REQUEST 

With the flu and cold season come students’ absences.  We are happy to comply with 
requests for homework and classwork when your child will be absent for three days or 
more because of illness.  It does take time to collect materials and assignments so if 
you wish to request homework to be sent home, please call the school office prior to 10 
am.  In cases of shorter absences, our first concern is for the health of your child and 

getting the proper rest and care, not homework being completed.   
 

WINTER RECESS 
 

Schools will be closed for winter recess from December 22 to January 2.  
There will also be a four session on December 21.  Have a safe and relaxing break. 
 

Reading and Writing Through the Holidays! 

With the holidays right around the corner, here are some ways to incorporate reading and 

writing into your family traditions! 

~ Think about gifts you can give your child that would encourage writing. Here are a few you 

might consider:  

 special pens and pencils 

 pads of paper 

 diaries or journals 

 envelopes 

 a new calendar 

 word games such as Scrabble. 

~ Will you be cooking for the holidays? Many skills are used when cooking. Sounding out words 

in recipes and reading ingredients from packets can help children become better readers and 

spellers. Your child can even help write out your shopping list. 

~ Create a reading fort with lots of pillows and blankets. Have some snacks and make it a 

bonding reading time. You can even read a longer chapter book or children's novel out loud to 

your child.  

~ Give your child one of your favorite books that you remember loving as a child. You can read 

the books together taking turns reading pages or reading it chorally to help with fluency. 

~ Check out Monroe’s library over the winter break. The library is always a great place to v isit! 

Encourage your child to browse the children's section and find books that are of interest to 



them. Try to guide them in choosing both fiction and non-fiction books. Audiobooks are also 

available. 

Wishing everyone a safe holiday season,  

Mrs. Kappus  

Oak Tree’s Reading Specialist          

   
   
   

 
 

 

 


